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ALUMNOS QUE ESTUVIERON EN CUARTO CON EL PROFESOR: 

 OSCAR ORTEGA 
 

Nombre: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Look at these extra-textual parts of a long text. Use the words in the box to label each one. 

diagram  subtitle  caption  picture  title 

 _____________ 

 _____________ 

 _____________ 

 _____________ 

 _____________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Think about the images you saw in exercise 1. They accompany a text you are going to read. What do you expect 

to find in the text? Underline the correct answer.  

a. The text will be about ... 

scientific equipment 

how to use a petri dish 

the effects of tropical diseases 

preparing for scientific research studies 

b. Where is the text probably from? 

an encyclopaedia 

a newspaper 

a scientific text book 

an online forum 

c. How is the text likely to be written? 

quite formally but without too much scientific jargon 

informally, in a conversational style 

academically, with a lot of scientific detail 

 

3. Here is the text. Using what you have predicted about the content, text type and register, skim read the article to 

answer the questions below. 

1. What is the text about? You can choose 

as many answers as you think are correct. 

a. what are neglected tropical diseases 

b. effects of tropical diseases 

c. what governments are doing 

d. international help 

e. how children are affected 

f. the most serious diseases 

g. recent research 

2. What are the THREE main themes of the 

text?  

a. development 

b. economics 

c. education 

d. globalisation 

e. health 

f. politics 

g. science 

3. What kind of publication is this text 

taken from?  

a. text book 

b. encyclopaedia 

c. magazine 

d. newspaper 

e. scientific journal 

4. What kind of text is this? 

a. article 

b. encyclopaedia entry  

c. report 

d. text book entry 



5. What is the style of the language used in 

this text? 

 

 

a. informal 

b. neutral 

c. formal 

d. academic

 

 



 



Nombre: _____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Read the text below and then complete the summary of it. You can use a word or a phrase or even 

some grammar tenses. 

City girl Ioana was ______________________  by her husband's revelation that he had bought a big house 

in the country. Their plan was to restore the house and create a hotel and art gallery there, as well as 

improving their ___________________. However, after two years, Ioana has decided she 

________________________ life in the country. While she enjoyed the restoration project and 

appreciates the ________________________ and friendliness of locals, she finds more downsides to 

country living than advantages and is desperate to leave. She's bored without the entertainment and 

access to _______________________ of the city, and finds many mundane problems to worry her. She 

misses people around her and the _______________________ that city life gives her. She resents having 

to drive everywhere, when in London she would be able to walk. She's ready to return to the urban life. 



 



Nombre: _____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Complete the sentences with the noun that fits best. 

a. Smith won the gold medal. It was obvious from the start that there had been a big 

development/improvement/progress in his performance. 

b. I need some useful advice/advocacy/lesson on how to set up my business. 

c. I have nothing but admiration/homage/recognition for the Paralympic athletes. 

d. At the end of his life, he expressed apology/regret/upset for not having spent more time with 

his family. 

e. There was a very interesting account/interview/statement with our current Prime Minister on 

TV last night. 

f. My mother takes great humility/pride/sufficiency in her garden – she loves showing people 

around it. 

g. There's a lack/loss/need of awareness about certain medical conditions which a new campaign 

wants to address. 

h. My mother has probably had the strongest guidance/influence/power on my life – I try to follow 

her example 

2. Use the prefixes and suffixes in the box. Each gap represents part of a single word. 

ability able al ant anti de ed fore ir ity neo out

 un (x2) 

a. _______________ ______________ see ______________ 

b. _______________ suit _____________ 

c. _______________ ______________ press _____________ 

d. _______________ classic _____________ 

e. _______________ regular _____________ 

f. _______________ number _____________ 
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1. In each of the sentences below, there is one word you probably aren’t familiar with. Read each 

sentence and select the correct meaning. 

a. Even for people with a good grasp of 

economics, this is a complicated theory. 

What does grasp mean in this context? 

ability to understand 

proof of qualification 

experience in working 

b. Unusual is perhaps not the most 

appropriate way to describe him; alarming 

would be more apt. What does apt mean in 

this context? 

descriptive 

unfair 

appropriate 

c. The Health Minister made a few bland 

comments about his admiration for nurses, 

without answering any of the difficult 

questions that are facing him right now. 

What does bland mean in this context? 

important, meaningful 

fascinating, exciting 

boring, unexciting 

d. While I wholeheartedly support people's 

right to defend themselves, they cannot be 

allowed to use this argument to justify 

violent behaviour. What does 

wholeheartedly mean in this context? 

completely 

partly 

uncertainly 

e. A lot of older people, when asked if they 

play video games, will deny it. But probe a 

little deeper and you'll find that they're 

probably lying. What does probe mean in 

this context? 

think about, consider 

ask questions, investigate 

try, experiment 

f. The terrible sound of the wolves' howls 

sent a chill through the cinema audience. 

What does chill mean in this context? 

feeling of excitement 

feeling of fear 

feeling of cold 

g. Professor Hunter pondered for some time 

over the problem before she came back to 

us with her solution. What does ponder 

mean in this context? 

think about, consider 

ask questions, investigate 

try, experiment 

h. Console games can take years and many 

millions of pounds to develop, so there are 

no openings for the newcomer with a great 



idea.  What does newcomer mean in this 

context? 

someone who is beginning 

someone who is young 

someone who is poor 

i. Access to these ancient documents is 

restricted and they must be handled with 

great care. What does handle mean in this 

context? 

control, manage 

open, pull 

touch, pick up 

j. Travellers are drawn to this wild and 

sparsely populated part of the state, 

seeking out the few guesthouses or staying 

in campsites. What does sparsely mean in 

this context? 

heavily populated 

lightly populated 

unusually populated
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1. Look at the 2 texts below and choose the appropriate words to complete the summaries. 

 

Scientists and designers have come together to produce clothing which analyses/cuts/detects 

pollution by making it from specially cut/grown/treated material. 

 

Young children show an excellent control of grammar through their mainly correct/mainly 

incorrect/sometimes correct use of rules and making relatively sophisticated 

guesses/mistakes/sentences. In contrast, these same children are determined/are unable/would 

like to complete tasks which are extremely complicated/extremely simple/extremely unusual for 

an older person. 

 



Nombre: _____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Complete the second sentences so it has a similar meaning to the first one using the word 

given. Use between three and six words. 

a. In many countries, National Service has been abolished in recent years. (with) 

In many countries, National Service ___________________________________ in 

recent years. 

b. She strongly resembles her mother, as they have the same eyes and nose. (after) 

She really _______________________________, as they have the same eyes and nose. 

c. The inquiry should make this important issue public and bring about the required changes. 

(open) 

The inquiry should bring this ___________________________ and bring about the 

required changes. 

d. I suspect it might take a rather long time to recover from the surgery and get back to full 

health. (get) 

I suspect it might take a rather long time ________________________ and get back to 

full health. 

e. My daughter longs to become a renowned artist one day. (heart) 

My daughter ___________________________ on becoming a renowned artist one day. 

f. I've spent a small fortune since my arrival in the capital, as it's very expensive to live here. (go) 

I've ____________________________ a small fortune since my arrival in the capital, as 

it's very expensive to live here. 
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1. Select the best option to complete the sentences. 

As changes are planned / are planning for school leavers' examinations and higher education 

fees are being / are on the rise, the government might had hoped / have hoped no one would 

notice the serious crisis developing in postgraduate education. 

  

However, a recent report by a special committee focusing on higher education is arguing / 

argues that while postgraduate qualifications are becoming / become the norm in many fields, 

the dramatic rise in undergraduate fees and the lack of available student loans make / had made 

this level of study less and less accessible for students from poorer backgrounds.  

Postgraduates are chosen / were chosen as a subject for the report as they were seen / are seeing 

as a particularly vulnerable body of students. A previous study, carried out merely a year ago 

highlighted / will highlight the need for more information about postgraduates. The government 

now has / had serious questions to answer on how postgraduate courses should be funded.  
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