
                     Fifth secondary – worksheet #8 

 
 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________  V : A / B   

1. Read  

TEXT 1 

On the afternoon of Monday 22 November 1869, a beautiful clipper ship was launched at 

Dumbarton on the River Leven. On that day, she was given a name that was to become renowned 

throughout the seafaring world. The 5 Cutty Sark was once the most famous of the great clippers, 

the name ‘clipper’ referring to the fast sailing ships of the nineteenth century that navigated the 

world’s major trading routes. The Cutty Sark was a masterpiece, the very best of sailing ship 

design. Her hull which was made of wood and iron was sleek and strong,  while her three masts 

could hold an enormous area of sail that drove the ship at high speed. As a result, she spent the 

1870s speeding across the high seas, forming a reputation as one of the fastest ships afloat.  

 

Those were the years of the money-making tea trade with China. On 16 February 1870, Cutty 

Sark left London on her way to Shanghai, via the Cape of Good Hope, on her first voyage. This 

was the first of eight voyages the ship successfully made to China to trade tea. Tea was incredibly 

fashionable in Britain and the first batch of the new tea harvest was highly desired and thus the 

first tea cargo to arrive fetched the highest price. Indeed, the annual tea race was a sensation. 

Unfortunately, as a result of bad winds and misfortune, the Cutty Sark was never first to the finish 

line, but she was still one of the fastest. However, the opening of the Suez Canal and 

improvements in steam technology meant that gradually steamships came to dominate this trade. 

So Cutty Sark spent only a few years on the tea trade and her last cargo of tea was carried in 

1877. 

 

Later, from 1885 to 1895, she was used in the wool trade with Australia, bringing the new season's 

wool from Sydney to London. Here Cutty Sark held the record time to Britain for ten years. She 

continued as a cargo ship until 1922 when she was purchased by retired sea captain Wilfred 

Dowman who used her as a training ship. She was then used as a cadet training ship until 1954 

when she was transferred to a specially built dock at Greenwich, London. After being restored 

she began her life as a museum in 1957.  

 

The ship was badly damaged by fire in May 2007. After nearly five years of extensive renovation, 

on 25 April 2012, the Cutty Sark was officially re-opened. So if you ever visit London make sure 

to come aboard and enjoy this unique new experience where you can walk the decks in the 

footsteps of merchant seamen who sailed her over a century ago, explore her rich history and the 

cargoes she transported across the world. You can also stand directly beneath the ship, which 

has been raised three metres above her dry dock to afford views of the elegant and awe-inspiring 

hull that made Cutty Sark the fastest and greatest of her time. 
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1. State whether the following statements are TRUE (T) or FALSE (F).  

 

a) The Cutty Sark spent only five years on the tea trade.                                             ______ 

b) The yearly tea race created a lot of fuss and excitement.                                        ______ 

c) The Cutty Sark was the fastest clipper in the wool trade with Australia.                   ______ 

d) The Cutty Sark was only renovated after the 2007 fire.                                            ______ 

 

2. Which TWO features enabled the Cutty Sark to reach high speeds?  

 

 a) _____________________________________________________________________ 

 b) _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What hindered the Cutty Sark from ever winning the tea race?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which historical event was partly responsible for clippers to stop working on the tea trade? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Apart from being the most famous tea clipper, the Cutty Sark served other roles. 

 List 4 of them.  

 

a)__________________________________ b) __________________________________ 

c)__________________________________ d) __________________________________ 

 

6. What do the following words refer to in the passage?  

 

a) Her (line 6) –       _______________________________________________________ 

b) those (line 9) –    _______________________________________________________ 

c) who (line 22) –     _______________________________________________________ 

d) when (line 23) –   _______________________________________________________ 

 

7. Find words between lines 1 and 15 that match the following meanings: 

 

a) famous – ______________________________ 

b) sailed – ______________________________ 

c) profitable – ______________________________ 

d) wanted – ______________________________ 
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8. What part of the renovation has made it possible to see the whole hull of the Cutty Sark? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

9. In what TWO ways can a visitor experience what it was like to be a sailor on the Cutty Sark? 

  

 a) _____________________________________________________________________ 

 b) _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. a) What is the intention of the writer in the last paragraph?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 b) Quote a part-sentence to support your answer.  

________________________________________________________________________  

 


